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University of Southern California 
Authentication of Official Documents Delivered Electronically 
This documenthas been transmittedelectronicallytotherecipient specified bythe owner of

the record. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the Registrar’s office at the

University of Southern California 213 740-7445 or gtv@usc.edu. Release of this record or

disclosure of its contents to any third party without written consent of the record owner is

prohibited. 

An invalid signature display means either the digital signature is not authentic, or the 

document has been altered. Sometimes the digital signature has been revoked for some

reason, or that it has expired. A document with an invalid display should be rejected. 

This document has been digitally signed and therefore contains special characteristics. 

When this document is viewed through Adobe Reader versions 6.0 or higher or through

Adobe Acrobat versions 6.04 or higher, it will reveal that a digital signature has been applied to

the document. A pop-up screen or status bar will indicate whether the document is either

valid, invalid, or whether the signer of the document is unknown and other measures must be

taken to authenticate the document. In addition the pop-up screen allows for further

examination of the digital signature, allowing you to authenticate the origin of the document. 

any way. Also, when the pop-up screen or status bar displays a message that the digital

signature is valid it means that the author of the document is known to the certification

authority and the person or institution represented by the digital signature is true and

authentic. A document that contains a digital signature that can be instantly validated will 

A third possible message, Author Unknown, can have two possible meanings: the digital 

signature cannot be validated due to a disconnection to the internet, or that the digital

signature cannot be instantly validated via the internet. If you receive this message make sure

you are properly connected to the internet. If you have a connection and you still cannot

validate the digital signature on-line, reject this document. 

A valid signature means that the document’s contents have not been changed or altered in 

display a blue ribbon on the pop-up screen or status bar and in the lower left corner of the

frame of the application 


